Subjects: Social Studies, Language Arts, Art

Unit: Letters for Peace Grades 7 - Adult

Overview: 

After seeing photos of Iraqi children and hearing some letters from them about their desire for peace, students will each write a letter expressing their hopes for peace. Letters will be displayed on a website where they can be viewed by children and teachers in both countries.

Teacher Objectives:

· Students will deepen their understanding of what the absence and presence of peace means in one’s daily life.

· Students will increase their empathy for other humans living under occupation.

· Students will recognize that the children of a country that their troops are occupying are not their enemies.

· Students will express their desire for peace in words in a letter.

Resource materials:

For Teacher’s background information: “Childhood is Dying in Iraq” by Dahr Jamail and Ahmed Ali and “Synopsis of the Status of Education in Iraq”. Power Point

Materials Needed:

· paper and pens for writing letters.

· hard or soft copy of 1 of 2 articles for each student.

Using the PowerPoint:

Show Letters for Peace Power Point Grades 7- Adult

The PowerPoint contains photos of and letters written by Iraqi youth. The section with photos is shown in silence. Teacher reads aloud the letters in a slow, expressive voice. (about 15 minutes)

Preparation for letter writing:

Guide discussion that encourages students to share their thoughts and feelings about the content of the Iraqi letters in small or large groups. Decide whether students will write their own letters or work together in small groups. Perhaps a group will form around a certain topic like safety while walking to school or work, or having enough food to eat.

To help focus students on the content for the letters they will write in response, ask them issues like the following: 

Thinking about food and nutrition, what do you wish for these Iraqi students?

Imagine how it would be to walk to school knowing you might encounter a gunfight, a blocked road, injured or dead people. What do you wish for all students in such a situation?

Include the following topics, and others of your choice, in the discussion about content: having to work instead of getting an education; being worried about your safety and the safety of your family and friends; not being able to drink the city water; having family members injured or killed by fighting; having electricity only 3 hours a day; the affect of this chaos on one’s dreams for the future.

Brainstorm content guidelines for letters. Motivate students to reach out in empathy to the Iraqi youth. Remind students not to focus on describing their own possessions, etc. (Discussion: about 15 minutes)

Have students put the return address of the school on their letter and sign it with their first name and first initial of their surname. 

Share completed letters in class, perhaps in small groups. Consider having students edit each other’s letters. 

Consider including individual student photos, a class photo or self-portraits if there is a concern about security.

Getting the letters to Iraqi students and on our website: 

Show students the Letters for Peace website: www.lettersforpeace.pbwiki.com All letters received will be translated into Arabic and then posted in both languages on our website.

Because we rely on volunteer translators, there may be a substantial time delay before the letters are posted. We will be able to deliver the original letters your classes write to a school in Iraq sometime this school year.

Let students know that there is no reliable postal mail system in Iraq today and so we are working around that as best we can.

Send letters to us at: IARP, c/o Tim Carlson, 18520 32nd Ave N. Plymouth, MN. Make sure you include the return address of your school.

Auxiliary suggestions for preparing students for the PowerPoint:

Expanding students’ notions of war and peace: 

· Through brainstorming, Teacher will gather ideas and understanding students have about war and peace. S/he will help students focus on how war can affect one’s daily life, safety in the home and in the streets, school, other family members, getting basic necessities, stress levels, happiness, dreams, etc. (about 10 - 20 minutes)

· Assign one of the two articles listed above under Resource Materials to each student to read. Half the class can report on each article followed by a full class discussion. 

· Iraqi Students Speak –Have volunteers read aloud the quotes gathered from the articles listed in the Reference Materials above. (about 5 minutes)

Preparation for focus on Iraq: 

Locate Iraq on map and share some demographics (25.5 million people, 3 major ethnic groups, oil-producer, etc.) Gather information and ideas students have about Iraq. 

THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING IN LETTERS FOR PEACE! 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS ON BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE YOUTH OFAMERICA AND IRAQ.

