SCRIPT: A CHILD’S HEART Grades  K -3  and  4-8

SLIDE #

1.”A  CHILD’S HEART”
(HAVE THE CHILDREN IN YOUR CLASS LOOK AT EACH OF THE FOLLOWING DRAWINGS OR PAINTINGS. YOU WILL BE ASKING THEM QUESTIONS ABOUT EACH OF THE ARTWORKS. 

DEPENDING ON THE AGE OF YOUR STUDENTS, YOU CAN WRITE THEIR ANSWERS ON THE BOARD OR GIVE STUDENTS THEIR OWN PAPERS ON WHICH TO WRITE THEIR RESPONSES. YOU COULD ALSO SIMPLY HAVE A CLASS DISCUSSION.)
2. AASK THEM IFTHEY THINK THAT THE ARTIST IS A CHILD. HOW OLD
(ASK YOUR STUDENTS TO CHOOSE A TITLE FOR THIS DRAWING. ASK THEM IF THEY THE ARTIST WAS A CHILD? HOW OLD? DO THEY THINK THE ARTIST WAS A GIRL OR A BOY? THEN ASK THEM TO GUESS WHERE THEY THINK THE CHILD LIVES. DO NOT SUGGEST THAT HE OR SHE MIGHT LIVE IN ANOTHER COUNTRY. 

MAKE A LIST OF ALL THEIR SUGGESTIONS OR, IF NOT RECORDING ANSWERS, GIVE EVERYONE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SAY WHAT THEY THINK. 

THEN ASK YOUR STUDENTS HOW THE DRAWING MAKES THEM FEEL. ASK THEM WHAT THEY SEE, WHAT THEY MIGHT TOUCH, OR SMELL, OR HEAR IF THEY WERE ACTUALLY AT THE PLACE SHOWN IN THE DRAWING. 

ASK THEM TO USE THEIR IMAGINATIONS AND TELL YOU WHO OR WHAT MIGHT BE BEHIND THE BUILDING, OR INSIDE THE BUILDING, OR EVEN BEYOND THE EDGE OF THE PAPER. 

WHEN THEY ARE FINISHED WITH THIS DRAWING GO ON TO THE NEXT SLIDE WITHOUT TELLING THEM WHERE THIS YOUNG ARTIST LIVES.)

3. ASK YOUR STUDENTS THE SAME QUESTIONS THAT YOU DID FOR THE (ASK YOUR STUDENTS THE SAME QUESTIONS THAT YOU DID FOR THE PREVIOUS SLIDE. AGAIN, DO NOT TELL THEM WHERE THE YOUNG ARTIST LIVES. JUST GO ON TO THE NEXT SLIDE. )

4.

(CONTINUE TO ASK SIMILAR QUESTIONS. “WHAT WOULD YOU TITLE THIS DRAWING? WHERE DOES THE ARTIST LIVE? HOW DOES THE PICTURE MAKE YOU FEEL? WHAT DO YOU SEE? WHAT MIGHT YOU HEAR? SMELL? TOUCH? USE YOUR IMAGINATION. WHAT MIGHT BE THERE THAT YOU CAN’T SEE?)

5 – 10.

(CONTINUE TO ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT THE REST OF THE ARTWORKS…DO NOT TELL YOUR STUDENTS WHERE THE ARTISTS LIVE YET… )

11. 

“LOOK WITH YOUR HEART AND SEE MINE.”

(ASK YOUR STUDENTS TO GUESS THE NAMES OF THE CHILDREN IN THE NEXT SLIDES AND WHERE THEY THINK THEY LIVE. ASK THEM IF THEY THINK THESE CHILDREN MIGHT BE THE ONES WHO DID THE DRAWINGS THEY JUST SAW?)

12 – 24.

(SILENCE AS YOU CLICK THROUGH THE PHOTOS OF IRAQI CHILDREN.)

25.

“SMILE  AND WE SPEAK THE SAME LANGUAGE, LISTEN WITH YOUR HEART AND HEAR MY VOICE.”


(NOW IS THE TIME TO TELL YOUR STUDENTS THAT ALL OF THE DRAWINGS THEY SAW WERE DONE BY CHILDREN WHO LIVE IN IRAQ. ASK YOUR STUDENTS IF THEY THINK THE CHILDREN IN THE PHOTOS THEY SAW LIVE IN IRAQ TOO. (THEY DO).

NOW READ THE BOOK TITLED WHOEVER YOU ARE BY MEM FOX.

DISCUSS WITH YOUR STUDENTS HOW CHILDREN EVERYWHERE DRAW MANY OF THE SAME THINGS. NO MATTER WHAT COUNTRY WE LIVE IN, WE ALL HAVE HOMES AND PEOPLE AND ANIMALS AND NATURE THAT WE LOVE.

TELL YOUR STUDENTS THAT THE NEXT SERIES OF DRAWINGS YOU ARE GOING TO SHOW THEM WERE ALSO DONE BY CHILDREN IN IRAQ. ASK YOUR STUDENTS WHAT THEY SEE THAT GIVES THEM CLUES THAT THESE DRAWINGS OR PAINTINGS WERE DONE BY IRAQI CHILDREN. 

ASK YOUR STUDENTS WHAT THEY SEE IN THESE DRAWINGS THAT THEY COULD ALSO SEE IN DRAWINGS DONE BY CHILDREN LIVING IN THE UNITED STATES, EVEN THOUGH IT MIGHT LOOK DIFFERENT. AN EXAMPLE WOULD BE THE DRAWING THEY WILL SEE OF MEN PLAYING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. DO WE PLAY INSTRUMENTS IN OUR COUNTRY TOO?)

26 – 34.

(SILENCE  OR DISCUSSSION AS YOU LIKE, AS YOU CLICK THROUGH MORE ART WORK.)
35.

“HEART TO HEART “

(ASK YOUR STUDENTS TO DRAW OR PAINT A PICTURE OF WHERE THEY LIVE AND THOSE THEY LOVE. ASK THEM, IF THEY WERE SENDING THEIR ARTWORK TO A CHILD IN IRAQ, WHAT WOULD THEY WANT TO SAY TO THAT CHILD. TELL YOUR STUDENTS THEY WILL BE SAYING HOW THEY FEEL AND WHAT THEY CARE ABOUT WITH THEIR ARTWORK INSTEAD OF WITH WORDS. TELL THEM THAT THEY ARE SPEAKING “HEART TO HEART”.   

ALSO ASK YOUR STUDENTS TO DRAW A PICTURE OF THEMSELVES, WHICH IS CALLED A SELF PORTRAIT. 

A SIMPLE WAY TO DRAW A FACE IS TO START WITH AN OVAL. THE EYES ARE ROUGHLY HALF WAY DOWN THE OVAL BECAUSE WE HAVE A LOT OF HEAD UNDER OUR HAIR. THE BOTTOM OF THE NOSE IS APPROXIMATELY HALF THE DISTANCE BETWEEN THE EYES AND THE CHIN. THE MOUTH IS APPROXIMATELY HALF WAY BETWEEN THE BOTTOM OF THE NOSE AND THE CHIN. 

REMEMBER A PORTRAIT CAN BE JUST A FACE, OR YOUR WHOLE BODY, OR A GROUP OF PEOPLE (LIKE A FAMILY) INCLUDING PETS.

NOW, IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE IN “LETTERS FOR PEACE” YOU HAVE A DRAWING AND A SELF PORTRAIT FROM EACH OF YOUR STUDENTS TO USE WITH THEIR LETTERS. )

36.

“LETTERS FOR PEACE.  IF YOU COULD WRITE TO THIS IRAQI GIRL, WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ? WHAT DO YOU THINK SHE IS FEELING ABOUT THE WAR IN IRAQ?”

(IF YOU CHOOSE TO DO SO, THE DRAWINGS AND SELF PORTAITS YOUR STUDENTS CREATED CAN BE USED TO PARTICIPATE IN “LETTERS FOR PEACE”. 

THE FOLLOWING TWO SLIDES CONTAIN THE LEAST GRAPHIC PHOTOS I COULD FIND TO SHOW THE PAIN OF THE IRAQI CHILDREN, BUT THEY WILL BE HARD FOR YOUR STUDENTS TO SEE. YOUR CLASS CAN PARTICIPATE IN “LETTERS FOR PEACE” WITHOUT SEEING THEM, BUT IF YOUR STUDENTS ARE OLD ENOUGH THE SLIDES WOULD HELP THEM GET A GLIMMER OF WHAT THE IRAQI CHILDREN ARE FEELING.
37.

“How would you feel if your world suddenly changed from one of peace to one of war?”

38.

WHAT WOULD YOU WANT SOMEONE TO SAY TO YOU?

39.

“REMEMBER, FEEL WITH YOUR HEART AND MY SORROW TOUCHES YOU.”

40.

MY TEARS WILL BE OUR TEARS. AND OUR HEARTS WILL BRING US PEACE.”

