SCRIPT: Letters for Peace  Grades 7th -Adult

Slide #

 2. People all over the world want to live in peace.

 3. Here are prayers for world peace in 83 languages.

 4. But many of us don’t know enough about how to make peace yet…

 5. so we fight instead.

 6. Some people even think that ”fighting solves everything”.

 7. And until the world’s people and their leaders develop other solutions, nations will continue to use war to resolve conflicts.
 8. Really, though, fighting hardly ever makes people happier…

 9. When countries use war…

10. …to solve their problems,

11.  every person involved runs a huge risk of getting hurt, maybe dying.

12. (silence)

13. (silence)

14. (silence)

15. War hurts everybody.
16. What are people doing about this?

17. People are finding nonviolent ways to solve problems.         

      What are some ways you solve problems without fighting now?

(Take some time for students to share orally other ways to solve problems.)

18.  Many people are puzzling over how to build peace without making war.

19. From all around the world, we are fitting these pieces together.

20. A puzzle piece that we offer you is to write letters to your peers in a country that your country where your nation has sent troops. 

(Click after you read the sentence above.)
Find out what life is like for them and what thoughts you have about the situation.
21.  Letters for Peace     The purpose:

· Open channels of communication between young people of Iraq and young people of America

· Create an atmosphere of trust, respect, and understanding

· Find that what we have in common is greater than what separates us

22. .Photos of Iraqi Youth

 Here are photos of youth you might correspond with.

(Teacher: Click through these slides of Iraqi youth at whatever pace works for your students.)

23 - 43. (photos of Iraqi youth)

44. Letters from Iraqi youth

45. I am your friend Rusol. I would like to offer my friendship to you so that love and peace spread across both our countries. I hope that we can exchange our thoughts and share our concerns through correspondence. I love your country and I hope that my country will have a chance to be like yours when we both have a chance to get rid of the violence and war between our two homelands. I would love to travel and explore the rest of the world and draw beautiful 

colors. I would love to meet with you. Our life here in Iraq is difficult and we don’t have our basic human rights. Please don’t allow more troops to come to Iraq- nor weapons. We want to be free.

46. Salaam! My name is Zaineb. I’m 19. I live in Najaf and am a student in the Institute of Technology. My major is computer programming. I wish that Iraq was in better shape now. There are many students who got displaced from the 

Capitol and other places in Iraq due to the disruptive violence and insecurity. The place I am studying at is very dangerous because there is a US military camp located behind our school that is always targeted by local fighters. I also learned from our school administrator that our school was occupied by Americans too and they allowed thieves to loot the school equipment. When I go to school it takes me many hours because I have to go through a number of checkpoints. Please understand our suffering and help to end the war. I’ll be glad to be your friend.

47 (Read letter directly from slide.)

48. (Read letter directly from slide.)

49. Letters back from US Youth

50. Dear Friend

I send you my sincere hope that peace and good health can take hold in Iraq. I hope that some day, in the near future, the fighting will end and that you can

flourish and fulfill all your hopes and dreams for a rewarding and meaningful 

life within a peaceful world.  In the meantime, I acknowledge your

great courage to face the dangers that exist and your fortitude to continue each

day. With many good wishes,  G. Cole, Artist  Peace activist

51. (Read letter directly from slide.)
52. WRITE A LETTER BACK TO IRAQI YOUTH

53 – 56. (Read letter directly from slide.)
57. (Click three times, one by one, to bring in complete sentence here.)
58. Salaam   Shalom   Peace

59 - 60. credits



